
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-13 

 
An ordinance of the City of Irondale to modify Chapter 5, Business Regulations, Article IX, Short 

Term Rentals and to repeal all ordinances and parts of the ordinances  

of the City of Irondale in conflict therewith. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Irondale, 

in regular meeting duly assembled, a quorum being present, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Modification of Chapter 5, Business Regulations, Article IX Short Term 

Rentals. Chapter 5, Article IX of the Municipal Code of the City of Irondale, Alabama is hereby 

deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following: 

 

Chapter 5 – Business Regulations 

 

Article IX – Short Term Rentals 

 

Sec. 5-260 – Scope, findings, and purpose.  

 

(a) This Article applies to all short-term rentals, short-term residential rentals, and 

short-term commercial rentals, as defined herein, within the city for periods of 

less than thirty (30) days. Nothing in this Article affects the right of the city to 

impose or collect other applicable fees, charges, or penalties or take other 

appropriate action to remedy a violation of other ordinances or laws. The mayor 

and/or his designee has the authority to promulgate and adopt policies to carry out 

the provisions of this Article.  

 

(b) The Rental of Dwellings for temporary occupancy for short-term rentals, short-

term residential rentals, and/or short-term commercial rentals has been identified 

as a community concern due to the potential for increased crime, traffic, noise, 

high occupant turnover, and density in the city’s residential zoning districts.  

 

(c) The number of occupants occupying short-term rentals, short-term residential 

rentals, and short-term commercial rentals has the potential to create a danger to 

the health and safety of the residential neighborhood, nearby residential 

properties, neighborhood areas, and residential zoning districts.  

 

Sec. 5-261– Definitions. For the purposes of this Articles, the following definitions shall 

apply unless the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  
 

(a) “Dwelling” shall mean a building used, intended, or designed to be used as an 

abode within a residential zoning district.  

 

(b) "Rental" shall mean an arrangement between a Transient and an Operator 

whereby Rent is received in exchange for the right to possess a residential 

Dwelling.  



 

(c) “Short-term rental” shall mean the Rental of any Dwelling to a Transient for 

overnight occupancy for short-term rental purposes for less than thirty (30) 

consecutive days. 

 

(d) “Transient” shall mean those Persons (whether one or more) who reside, possess, 

or inhabit a Dwelling as defined by this article for a period of less than thirty (30) 

consecutive days, counting portions of calendar days as full days.  

 

 Sec. 5-262 – Short-term Rentals of Dwellings or Dwelling Units – Generally. It shall 

be unlawful for a Person to Rent a Dwelling to a Transient for less than thirty (30) consecutive 

days.   

 

Sec. 5-263 – Violation; Penalties; Process.  

 

(a) Any Person that has violated or continues to violate this article shall be guilty of 

a violation. Each act of violation and/or each day upon which any violation shall 

occur and/or continue to exist shall constitute a separate offense punishable as 

described herein. 

 

(b) Upon the determination of the building official of the city or his designee that a 

violation of this article exists, a written notice of violation shall be issued to all 

Persons in violation of this article or any one of them.  Such notice shall be issued 

by first class mail or hand delivery. Service shall be deemed effectuated by first 

class mail on the third day following the date of mailing or upon hand delivery. 

The notice shall (a) identify the violation, (b) include a correction order specifying 

the action required to comply with the provisions of this article, and (c) include a 

specified time  within which to comply. If a violation is not sufficiently corrected 

in the opinion of the building official within the specified period of time contained 

in the notice, then a citation and/or notice to appear may be issued by the building 

official or other enforcement officer directing all Persons or any one or more of 

them to appear in the  municipal court at a time and date stated therein to answer 

to such violation(s). The defendant(s) shall have all rights secured to persons 

charged in the city with violations generally. If a defendant is found guilty by the 

municipal court, the municipal court shall fine the defendant five hundred dollars 

($500.00).  

 

Sec. 5-264 – Civil Penalties. A violation of any portion of this article constitutes a public 

nuisance per se. The city, as an additional or alternate remedy, may institute equitable or 

injunctive proceedings in a court of competent jurisdiction to abate uses prohibited by this article.  

    

Section 2. REPEALER. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby 

repealed. The moratorium enacted by the City Council on December 20, 2022 through Resolution 

2022-R-233 is hereby terminated as of the effective date of this ordinance.  

 



Section 3. SEVERABILITY.  That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of 

this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 

validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City of Irondale hereby declares that it 

would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases 

be declared unconstitutional. 

 

Section 4. LEGAL RIGHTS NOT IMPAIRED.  That nothing in this ordinance or in the 

Code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or proceeding impending in any court, 

or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or existing, 

under any act or ordinance hereby repealed as cited in this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal 

right or remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance. 

 

Section 5. ORDINANCE CUMULATIVE; COMPATIBILITY WITH OTHER 

REGULATIONS. This Ordinance shall not be construed to modify or to repeal any other 

ordinance, rule, regulation, or other provision of law.  The requirements of this Ordinance are in 

addition to and cumulative to the requirements of any other ordinance, rule, regulation, or other 

provision of law, and where any provision of this ordinance imposes restrictions different from 

those imposed by any other ordinance, rule, regulation, or other provision of law, whichever 

provision is more restrictive or imposes higher protective standards for human health or the 

environment shall control.  

 

Section 6. PUBLICATION OF ORDINANCE.  That the City Clerk of the City of Irondale 

is hereby ordered and directed to cause this ordinance to be published and that a copy of this 

Ordinance be entered upon the minutes of the meeting of the City Council. 

 

Section 7. EFFECTIVE DATE OF ORDINANCE.  That this Ordinance and the rules, 

regulations, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted hereby shall be 

in full force and effect thirty (30) days after adoption and shall continue in full force and effect 

from month to month and year to year from its effective date until repealed. 

 

 THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, that the City Council of the City of Irondale does 

hereby ordain, resolve, and enact the foregoing Ordinance for the City of Irondale. 

 

 Done this the 21st day of March, 2023. 

 

 

 

       __________________________________ 

      David Spivey, President of the City Council 

 

APPROVED: 

 

 

______________________________ 

James D. Stewart, Jr., Mayor 



 

 

ATTESTED:      

 

 

______________________________ 

Leigh Ann Allison, City Clerk 
  



 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

 I, Leigh Allison, City Clerk of the City of Irondale, Alabama, hereby certify the above to 

be a true and correct copy of an ordinance adopted by the City Council of the City of Irondale at 

its regular meeting held on the 21st day of March, 2023, as same appears in the minutes of record 

of said meeting. 

 

       

       __________________________________ 

       Leigh Ann Allison, City Clerk 


