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Questions and answers 
about recycling in the 

City of Irondale 

 
What can we recycle 

and what is considered 
contamination? This is 
asked frequently from 

the residents in Irondale. 
This flyer will hopefully 

answer some of your 
questions and explain 

why it is done this way. 
Thank you for recycling 
and helping to keep our 
planet safe and clean.  

When in doubt throw it 
out! 

Only plastics 1 and 2 are 
accepted. NO black 

plastic of any number is 
accepted.  

NO PLASTIC BAGS.  

Don’t put your recycling 
in plastic bags. 

Even the bags that are 
labeled recycling bags 

are not accepted.   

These jam up the 
machines at the recycling 
center and are considered 

a contamination.  

Contaminated recycling 
cost you and the City 

extra money.  

Paper and 
cardboard  

You can recycle 
broken down 

cardboard boxes and 
paper.  

No pizza boxes 
NO WET 

CARDBOARD OR 
PAPER ALLOWED 

Please place DRY 
flattened boxes under 
your blue recycling 
bin or inside your 

covered recycling bin.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Q&A 

Birmingham recycling and 
recovery sets all our recycling 

rules. This is done to try to keep 
the cost of recycling down 

throughout the State. 

1. Q: What number plastic 
can we recycle 

2. A: You can recycle 
numbers 1 & 2 only. NO 
black plastic of any 
number is allowed.  

3. Q: Why does cardboard  
and paper have to be dry? 

4. A: Cardboard and paper 
needs to be dry because 
mold can form on it and 
then it can no longer be 
recycled. 

5. Q: Why can’t we recycle 
glass? 

6. A: Glass became too 
expensive to recycle. You 
can bring your glass to 
any Target store to 
recycle.  

7. Target accepts paper, 
glass and Styrofoam. 
Publix accepts plastic 
bags, paper bags and 
clean Styrofoam meat 

  

DO THE RIGHT THING, 
BECAUSE IT’S THE 

RIGHT THING TO DO. 

• Please remove the pumps and 
spray heads from plastic 
bottles and clean them out. 

• Keep caps on the no-pump 
bottles, empty and discard. 

 
Plastic Bottles  
• Empty the bottle, leave on the 

cap, discard. 
• Completely empty aerosol 

cans (deodorant, hairspray 
and sunscreen) and recycle. 

 
Home Items 
• Toilet & paper towel rolls. 
• Empty cleaning supply 

containers. 
• Clean and DRY cardboard. 
• Paper goods (e.g. cereal 

boxes, Amazon boxes etc.) 
 
Aluminum and Steel cans 
• Please rinse before recycling.  
• No need to remove the labels. 

 
Mixed paper 
• Printer, newspaper, 

magazines,books, junk mail-  
If it tears its recyclable.  
NO phone books. 

What does it cost to 
recycle? 

 
Clean Recycling  

costs $65.00/ton 

Contaminated Recycling 
costs $115.00/ton 

How much did we spend on 
recycling last year? 

N.B. The figures shown below 
do not include fuel, labor costs, 

or costs for maintaining our 
trucks.  

 

 
 

Date Kind Tons Cost 
Jan-
Jun  

clean 94 $ 6,170 

Jan-
Jun  

dirty 40 $ 4,617 

Jul-
Dec 

clean 83 $ 5,447 

Jul-
Dec 

dirty 47 $ 5,415 

 


	Plastics -the do
	and don’t
	Paper and cardboard
	Questions and answers about recycling in the City of Irondale

	correctly
	What does it cost to recycle?
	 Please remove the pumps and spray heads from plastic bottles and clean them out.
	 Keep caps on the no-pump bottles, empty and discard.
	Plastic Bottles
	 Empty the bottle, leave on the cap, discard.
	 Completely empty aerosol cans (deodorant, hairspray and sunscreen) and recycle.
	Home Items
	 Toilet & paper towel rolls.
	 Empty cleaning supply containers.
	 Clean and DRY cardboard.
	 Paper goods (e.g. cereal boxes, Amazon boxes etc.)
	Aluminum and Steel cans
	 Please rinse before recycling.
	 No need to remove the labels.
	Mixed paper
	 Printer, newspaper, magazines,books, junk mail-
	If it tears its recyclable.
	NO phone books.
	Q&A


