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ARTICLE III. - NOISE[4]  

Sec. 9-71. - Public health nuisance.  

No person shall make, continue or cause to be made or continued any noise which either annoys, 
disturbs, injures or endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or safety of others in the city. It shall also 
be unlawful and a nuisance for any person to permit such noise to be made in or upon any house or 
premises owned or possessed by him or under his management or control.  

(Ord. No. 716-88, § 1(a), 2-16-88)  

Sec. 9-72. - Sources of noise.  

The following acts, and the causing thereof, are declared to be in violation of this article, but 
enumeration shall not be deemed to be exclusive: operating, playing or permitting the operation or playing 
of any radio, television, phonograph, musical instrument, sound amplifier or similar device which produces, 
reproduces or amplifies sound in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet and comfort of the 
neighboring inhabitants or at any time with louder volume than is necessary for convenient hearing for the 
persons who are in the room, vehicle or chamber or on premises in which such machine or device is 
operated and who are voluntary listeners thereto.  

(1) Prohibited noises. The following acts, among others, are declared to be loud, disturbing and 
unnecessary noises in violation of this Code, but said enumeration shall not be deemed to be 
exclusive:  

a. Horns, signaling devices, etc. The sounding of any horn or signaling device on any 
automobile, motorcycle, or other vehicle on any street or public place in the city, except as 
a danger warning; the creation by means of any such signaling device of any unreasonably 
loud or harsh sound; and the sounding of any such device for any unnecessary and 
unreasonable period of time. The use of any signaling device except one operated by hand 
or electricity; the use of any horn, whistle or other device operated by engine exhaust; and 
the use of any such signaling device when traffic is for any reason held up.  

b. Loudspeakers, amplifiers for advertising. The using, operating or permitting to be played, 
used or operated of any radio or television set, musical instrument, phonograph, loud 
speaker, sound amplifier, or other machine or device for the producing or reproducing of 
sound which is on the public street for the purpose of commercial advertising or attracting 
the attention of the public to any building or structure.  

c. Yelling, shouting, etc. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling, or singing on the public streets, 
particularly between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. or at any time or place so as to 
annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort, or repose of persons in any office, or in any dwelling, 
hotel or any other type of residence, or of any persons in the vicinity.  

d. Exhaust. The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any internal combustion engine, 
motor boat or any other motor vehicle except through a muffler or other device which will 
effectively prevent loud or explosive noises therefrom.  

e. Vehicles out of repair, etc. The use of any automobile, motorcycle, motorscooters, go-cart, 
or any other vehicle so out of repair, or so loaded or in such a manner as to create loud and 
unnecessary grating, grinding, rattling, or other noise, including excessive noise coming 
through the exhaust thereof.  

(2) Exemptions. The following uses and activities shall be exempt from noise level regulations:  

a. Noises of safety signals, warning devices and emergency pressure relief valves.  

b. Noises resulting from any authorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emergency 
call or acting in the time of an emergency.  
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c. Any other noise resulting from activities of temporary duration permitted by law and for which 
a license or permit has been granted by the city in accordance with its ordinances and laws.  

(3) The operation of any such listed device in such a manner as to be plainly audible off the property 
of the operator or vehicle shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this article.  

(Ord. No. 716-88, § 1(b)1., 2-16-88; Ord. No. 5-0597, 6-3-97)  

Sec. 9-73. - Animal and fowl sounds.  

No person shall confine, harbor, or keep on a lot, place or premises, any animal or fowl which 
habitually, continuously or intermittently makes or emits sounds or noises of such volume, nature or extent 
as to be a public nuisance by reason of being obnoxious or annoying to the ordinary persons in that 
neighborhood.  

(Ord. No. 860-91, §§ 1, 2, 2-19-91; Ord. No. 5-0597, 6-3-97)  

Editor's note— Ord. No. 860-91, §§ 1, 2, adopted Feb. 19, 1991, did not specifically amend the 
Code; hence, codification of such provisions as § 9-74 was at the discretion of the editor. Ord. 
No. 5-0597, adopted June 3, 1997, amended the Code by repealing former § 9-73, and 
renumbering former § 9-74 as new § 9-73. Former § 9-73 pertained to sound volume at night, 
and derived from Ord. No. 716-88, adopted Feb. 16, 1988.  

Cross reference— Animals, Ch. 3.  

Secs. 9-74—9-95. - Reserved.  


